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the son of a country clergyman. He was sent to South
Africa as a boy because of his delicate health, and though
he managed to return to Oxford, he always spent his long
vacations in Africa.1 He was that rare combination, a
visionary who is also a superb man of business. He believed
passionately in the idea of " imperialism ", which was then^
filling the minds of men in England, and he took as his'
ideal the extension of British influence from " Cape to
Cairo ". Like Kriiger, he envisaged a great dominion of
South Africa, where Boer and Briton would combine, but
he meant it to be part of the British Empire.
The hard, practical side of his nature drove him on to
seek power through wealth, unlike Kriiger who remained Rhodesia
a simple farmer. Rhodes went into the diamond market, and (1895)
so outstanding was his ability that he succeeded in forming
a great combine controlling the output of diamonds, and in
amassing for himself an income which was said to reach
the fabulous sum of a million a year. He used the influence
which this gave him to further his political ideals. He urged
the Cape Government to annex Bechuanaland, knowing
that the Boers had their eye on the territory. When his
arguments failed, he induced the Home Government to
declare it a Protectorate. This went against the grain with
Mm, for he disliked rule through the Colonial Office. Then
he went on to a greater achievement. He created the Char-
tered Company of South Africa, and took up the develop-
ment of that vast region now called after him, Rlwdesia. He
settled men there, Boers and British, built railways and
roads, and made schemes for the development of agriculture
and mines (1895).
Then fate seemed to play a trick upon him. He had done
all he could to thwart the Boer Republic, and now gold was Gold
found in the Transvaal in such quantities that clearly here
was to be one of the great gold-producing countries of the
1 His love of Oxford persisted all his life, and when he died he left part of
his vast -wealth to found the Rhodes scholarships there. These are held by
young men from all parts of the Empire and the U S.A, and from Germany.